African Theology Matters

Africa is now home to the fastest-growing Christian
population in the world. By the middle of the 21st century,
some 40 per cent of the world’s Christians will live in sub-
Saharan Africa. African voices are increasingly shaping
global Christianity. To understand the future of the Church,
we need to listen to African theologians. In this series we will
meet six leading figures in African theology. Each of these
theologians presents ideas which can inspire our own
approaches to mission, scripture, theology and ethics Each
session will introduce a theologian’s life and thought, with
space for discussion.

John Mbiti (Kenya, 1931-2019) Author of African Religions
and Philosophy, Mbiti integrated African traditional religions

with Christian theology and emphasized the communal nature
of African faith.

Kwame Bediako (Ghana, 1945-2008) A pioneer of African
Christian identity, Bediako showed how Christianity could be
authentically rooted in African culture, not just borrowed
from the West.

Mercy Amba Oduyoye (Ghana, b. 1934) Known as the
'mother of African women’s theology,' Oduyoye highlights the
voices of African women in church and society, calling for
justice, liberation, and inclusion.

Charles Nyamiti (Tanzania, 1931-2020) A Catholic
theologian famous for his 'ancestor Christology,' Nyamiti
presented Jesus as the Brother-Ancestor who connects heaven
and earth in African culture.

Benezet Bujo (Democratic Republic of Congo, 1940-2023)
and Desmond Tutu (South Africa, 1931-2021). Bujo, A
Catholic moral theologian, developed an African ethic based
on community, ancestral veneration and palaver (community
discussion). Tutu was an Archbishop and theologian of
reconciliation. He developed a theology of ubuntu — our
shared humanity — and embodied the struggle for justice and
peace.

Practical Details

m Five Sundays, starting 18 January

m 3.45-4.45 pm (before the Sunday Evening service)
m At Church (in the Hall)

m Sessions will be led by Jaiye Edu and Gary Eaborn




